[image: image1.jpg]~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Unit 36  Films
Website: www.sinera.eu/English4U 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/English4U1
Reading 
I saw more important films at Sundance 2003, but none more purely enjoyable than "Bend It Like Beckham," which is just about perfect as a teenage coming-of-age comedy. It stars a young actress, it involves sports, romance and of course her older sister's wedding, and it has two misinformed soccer moms--one who doesn't know a thing about the game and another who doesn't even know her daughter plays it. The movie, set in London, tells the story of Jesminder Bjamra, known as "Jess," who comes from a traditional Indian family. Her parents are Sikhs who fled from Uganda to England, where her dad works at Heathrow airport. Her mother believes that Jess has two great duties in life: to learn to prepare a complete Indian meal, and to marry a nice Indian boy, in exactly that order.

Jess plays soccer with boys in the park. Above Jess's bed is her own inspiration--the British soccer superstar David Beckham. To Beckham's portrait she confides her innermost dream, which is to play for England. Of course a girl cannot hope to be a soccer star, and an Indian girl should not play soccer at all, since in her mother's mind the game consists of "displaying your bare legs to complete strangers." Jess is seen in the park one day by Juliette (Keira Knightley), who plays for a woman's team, and is recruited to join them. The coach is a young Irishman named Joe (Jonathan Rhys-Meyers).

"Bend It Like Beckham," is good not because it is blindingly original but because it is flawless in executing what is, after all, a dependable formula. The parents must be strict and traditional, but also loving and funny, and Mr. and Mrs. Bhamra are classic examples of the type. So is Juliette's mother, Paula, who tries to talk her tomboy daughter into Wonderbras, and spends most of the movie fearing that a girl who doesn't want to wear one must be a lesbian. The editing by Justin Krish gets laughs all on its own with the precision that it uses to cut to reaction shots as the parents absorb one surprise after another.

Questions

1. Where did the author see the film?

2. Where is the film set?

3. What religion is Jessminder's family?

4. Who is Jess's inspiration?

5. Who are the other two main characters?

6. How do the girls' mother react to their daughters football craze?


Film wordmatch 1
Film wordmatch 2
